An Unlooked for Dream

parent is not supposed to outlive their child. But some-
times, impossibly, it happens.

“As an only child, J. Kyle Braid was raised in a loving
bousebold with parents who taught bim good values and bigh
standards. Kyle, as be was known to everyone, was dedicat-
ed to putting a smile on people’s faces and laughter in their
bearts.

In 1994 Kvle was a bigh school Sophomore—one of the
Sew starters on the varsity football team. During practice, a
well-meaning coach told the 16 year-old to get bigger, stron-
ger, and faster ‘no matter what it takes.’ After several montbs
of secretly using anabolic steroids—uwhich can cause unchar-
acteristic aggressiveness, depression, and manic mood swings
—Kyle, impulsively, took bis own life.” (quoted text from the J.
Kyle Braid Leadership Foundation: www.jkbranch.org)

Thus began the “long slow climb out of the soil” for
Kyle's parents, Colleen and Ken. Through mutual friends in
the nearby town of Villa Grove, Colorado we were introduced
to the Braids in 1995. Soon after Kyle’s death they moved to
Colorado from their home in Florida and began to build what
would be called the J. Kyle Braid Leadership Ranch, dedi-
cated in the memory of their son.

What follows in these next pages is the story of how Col-
leen and Ken made a deliberate and courageous decision to
move from a place of grief into an infinitely larger place of
light that would alter their lives and offer hope for other par-
ents and teens. That first year they began to build something
far larger than just buildings in the San Juan Mountain range
of the Rockies.

It is a place that holds and hosts an ever-expanding com-
munity of the teens and teachers who come to experience
what the Ranch has to teach and offer. This article tells some
of this extraordinary story. The photos give you a glimpse of
the stunningly beautiful setting for this Leadership Ranch, and
convey some of the spirit that lives there every summer. Over-
the last fourteen years, hundreds of high school sophomores
have come for 2 week at a time and had their lives changed. It
is an astounding real-life story that has grown and continues
to grow out of the all-too-painful real-life experience of the
death of young Kyle Braid.

“The JKB Ranch is the leadership training facility for the J.
Kyle Braid Leadership Foundation, a national non-profit Pub-
lic Charity. With its mission of ‘Helping Teens Take the Lead,’
the Foundation awards 160 scholarships each year to top soph-
omore leaders, boys and girls. These young adults have been

“The ending of Kyle's life does not fit the story. We
decided that if a tragedy like this could happen to us,
many families were at risk.”







